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Abstract:

   The minority status of Akwa Ibom has threatened to silence us as a people but God has often

  come through for minority.  Our natural gifts of hospitality and care have been misconstrued to label

  and consign us to a perpetual place as “house boys” and “errand girls” throughout Nigeria.  But to

  the contrary we were one of the first communities in Nigeria to embrace formal education.  The

  establishment of Hope Waddell Training Institute in 1895, Oron Training Institute in 1905, Duke

  Town Secondary School in 1919 besides the later schools like Ibibio State College Ikot Ekpene,

  CCC Uyo, Lutheran High school Obot Idim, Etinan Institute, Holy Family Abak, Regina Ceoli Ikot

  Abasi to mention a few, brought enlightenment to Akwa Ibom area very early.  We had pioneers of

  development in their various fields like Chief Dr. Clement Isong (Banking), Professor Eyo Ita

  (Education, WAPI), Dr. Udo Udoma (law), Chief Nyong Essien (law/government) besides many

  others.  We have had the calibre of men and women that can rub shoulders with any others in the

  world.  Many are retired but can still be active voices for the people.  

 This paper is calling on a greater use of these seasoned men and women to mentor the emerging

  younger generation.  Let mediocrity not be brought in by succumbing to political thieves in

  sponsoring unseasoned men to represent our people on boards and ministries.  We are also

  advocating an innovative approach of giving a voice to the people through the establishment of the

  People’s Ethical Watch (PEW).  It is all in the spirit of Nigeria Arise to hasten the pace of

  development.  Akwa Ibom Arise.
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Abstract

The foundation of Education in any society begins at the primary level.  Just like a house, the bricks are laid one on top of the other for a solid structure.  The effects of societal decay has affected our schools and threatened the survival of our people as a cultural entity.  A lot of this is visible at the crucial primary school level in the villages. 

Poverty and mismanagement have shown up in the poor quality of education and in the few number of our children that are ready for higher education.  A casual check on the University of Uyo campus confirms that as a people we have lost many slots in placement for training in the various professions, to people from other States.  Although  the present depressed state of affairs shows up in other areas like the state of roads, hospitals, offices, NEPA, motor parks and the general mentality of citizens, the most crucial aspect is the urgent help needed for our schools.  Time does not wait for anyone.  

Leaders of tomorrow are being trained today.  The government is trying what it can but we have learnt from the developed nations that volunteer partnership is very crucial to survival.  This paper is basically showing what we as concerned individuals or groups can begin to do at the primary level of education in the villages right now.  It is a step further on our ‘Adopt-A-School Program’, which we presented to the Akwa Ibom Colloquium in San Francisco in 2001. In the spirit of Nigeria Arise, we are calling on Akwa Ibom citizens and our friends to arise and show in tangible ways that we love Akwa Ibom.  Long live Akwa Ibom State.  Long live Nigeria. 
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